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CONFERENCE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE
( Vienna, 6-7 November 2008 (
Vienna City Hall, Wappensaal
- SOUTH-EAST EUROPE – MEETING THE CHALLENGES -
Conference organised by CEMR and Österreichischer Städtebund,
in partnership with NALAS
UPDATED PROGRAMME
Thursday 6th November
8 h 30
Registration opens
9 h 00
Opening of the conference

Welcome address:
· Dr Michael Häupl, President of CEMR, President of Österreichischer Städtebund, Mayor and Governor of Vienna

Address: 

· Hannes Swoboda, Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with the countries of south-east Europe  
Opening panel:

· Tarzan Milosevic, President of the Network of Associations of Local Authorities of South-East Europe (NALAS), Mayor of Bijelo Polje
· Ludmila Sfirloaga, President of the Chamber of Regions, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, Member, National Union of County Councils of Romania
· Jos Chabert, Chair of the Committee of the Regions working group on the Western Balkans
10 h 45
Coffee break

11 h 15
Plenary session: The challenge of municipal finances

Introduced by: Vladimir Moskov, Mayor of Gotse Delchev, Vice President of the National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria


Contributions:

· Adrian Ionescu, Program Director, Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative, Open Society Institute-Budapest 
· Emil Draghici, Mayor of Vulcana-Bai, President of the Association of Romanian Communes

· Ace Kocevski, Mayor of Veles, Association of Units of Local Self-Governments of Macedonia (ZELS)
· Mitar Matijasevic, Secretary for the Economy and Finance of the Municipality of Niksic, President of the Union of Municipalities of Montenegro Committee for Local Self-Government Finance
· Konstantinos Tzanakoulis, Mayor of Larissa, Vice President of the Central Union of Municipalities and Communities of Greece (KEDKE)
· Andrzej Porawski, Executive Director, Association of Polish Cities 
13 h 00
Lunch, at the invitation of the Österreichischer Städtebund

14 h 00
Two parallel sessions, in two parts:


Session A: The challenge of urban planning and development

Chaired by Rudolf Schicker, member of the Vienna city council, responsible for traffic and planning

Part I: key challenges for planning and development

Introduction:
· Zoran Vitorovic, on behalf of the NALAS Urban Planning Task Force, Association of Municipalities and Towns of Slovenia 

Contributions:
· Murat Aydin, Mayor of Zeytinburnu, Vice-President of the Union of Municipalities of the Marmara Region of Turkey

· Mykola Fedoruk, Mayor of Chernivtsi, Vice-President of the Association of Ukrainian Cities 
· Refik Rrugeja, Mayor of Kavaja, President of the Albanian Association of Municipalities

Part II: towards planning and development solutions

Introduction:
· Mathias Ellger, German Organisation for Technical Cooperation – GTZ, expert on Urban Development

Contributions:

· Marko Pavic, Mayor of Prijedor, Association of Municipalities and Towns of Republic of Srpska
· Antonella Cagnolati, Director of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

· Boris Tonhauser, CEMR Policy Officer for cohesion and structural funds


Session B: The challenge of energy and the environment

Contributions:

· Mirjana Božidarević, Mayor of Belgrade municipality Stari Grad, President of the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities of Serbia’s Board for International Cooperation and European Integration
· Dorin Chirtoacă, Mayor of Chisinau, National League of Associations of Mayors from Moldova
· Emilio D’Alessio, Vice Mayor of Ancona, Steering Committee of European Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign, General Secretary of the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities  

· Nedžad Koldžo, Mayor of Novo Sarajevo, Association of Municipalities and Cities of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina

· Bajram Rexhepi, Mayor of Mitrovica, President of the Association of Kosovo Municipalities, and on behalf of the NALAS task force on energy efficiency

· A representative of the City of Malmö*

15 h 15
Coffee break
15 h 45
Parallel sessions A and B continue
17 h 00
End of first day of the conference

20 h 00
Dinner, at the invitation of the city of Vienna
Friday 7th November

9 h 00
Plenary session: Developing co-operation and twinning partnerships

Chaired by Sandra Ceciarini, CEMR Head of citizenship and international cooperation  

Introduction:
· Janusz Marszałek, Chair of CEMR’s Twinning network, Mayor of Oświęcim 


Contributions: 

· Antonella Valmorbida, Director of the Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA)

· Imre Csalagovits, Director of the Joint Technical Secretariat, South East Europe Transnational Cooperation Programme

· Recep Bozlağan, Secretary General, Union of Municipalities of the Marmara Region
· Marusya Tsvetkova, Expert, National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria 
· Onno van Veldhuizen, Mayor of Hoorn, on behalf of the Association of Netherlands Municipalities – international section (VNG-I)

· Dr Thomas Weninger, Secretary General of the Austrian Association of Cities and Towns 

10 h 30
Coffee break
11 h 00
Plenary session: Towards EU membership: the challenges for local government

Chaired by Jeremy Smith, Secretary General of CEMR

Contributions:

· Zoran Janković, Mayor of Ljubljana

· Cristian Anghel, Mayor of the City of Baia Mare, First Vice-President of the Romanian Municipalities Association, President of the Romanian Federation of Local Authorities
· Djordje Staničić, Secretary General, Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities of Serbia 

· Marta Vidaković Mukić, Secretary General of the Croatian County Association
· Andrzej Porawski, Executive Director, Association of Polish Cities 
· Hayrettin Güngör, Secretary General of the Union of Municipalities of Turkey
· Future perspectives by Dr Wolfgang Petritsch, High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1999-2002, current Austrian Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva
12 h 30
Conclusions of the Conference 
· Presentation and adoption of a Final Declaration: Kelmend Zajazi, Executive Director of the Network of Associations of Local Authorities of South-East Europe (NALAS)
13 h 00
Closing of the conference
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