COUNCIL OF EUROPEAN MUNICIPALITIES AND REGIONS

European Section of United Cities and Local Governments
30.4.2007/nh

h:\jumelages\2007.05 rhodes\projet programme contributions_an.doc
CONFERENCE OF TWINNED TOWNS

( Rhodes, 10-12 May 2007 (
“Twinning for Tomorrow’s World”

PROGRAMME

Thursday 10 May: Rodos Palace Hotel
10 h 00 – 20 h 00: Registration of the participants

18 h 00
Opening of the Conference, Plenary Session (Jupiter Room):


“Europe for the Citizens: Twinning for Tomorrow’s World”

Welcome speeches:

· Hatzis HATZIEFTHIMIOU, Mayor of Rhodes

· Georgios GIANNOPOULOS, Vice President of KEDKE 

· Michalis KORDINAS, Mayor of Petaloudon, President of the Dodekanissa Union of Municipalities and Communities (TEDK) 

· Michael HÄUPL, President of CEMR, Mayor and Governor of Vienna


Message from Lucien SERGENT, Senior Founding Member of CEMR
18 h 30
Debate: “Twinning for Tomorrow’s World”


Moderator: Jeremy SMITH, Secretary General of CEMR
· Anders KNAPE, Chair of CEMR’s working group on twinning, President of the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions, Deputy Mayor of Karlstad

· Pierre MAIRESSE, Director of the Directorate of Youth, Sport and Relations with the Citizen, DG Education and Culture, European Commission

· Hannu TAKKULA, Rapporteur of the European Parliament for the programme “Europe for Citizens”

· Fofi GENNIMATA, Vice President of the Commission for Culture, Education and Research of the Committee of the Regions 

19 h 30
Jan FIGEL, European Commissioner, Education, Training, Culture and Youth. Video-link direct to Brussels 

19 h 45
Inauguration of the exhibition of the European Commission and reception, upon the invitation of the European Commission
 
Friday 11 May: Rodos Palace Hotel

9 h 30
Plenary Session (Jupiter Room):


The new programme “Citizens for Europe” (2007-2013)


Chair: Anders Knape, Chair of CEMR’s working group on twinning


Presentations:

· Christine BOON FALLEUR, Head of Unit, Youth, Sport and Relations with the Citizen: Partnerships and Visits, DG Education and Culture, European Commission

· Marc JORNA, Head of the Citizenship Unit, Education Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, European Commission

Questions and answers with the delegates 

11 h 15
Coffee break
11 h 30
Parallel sessions

GROUP A: A European citizenship for living together in Europe 

· Session 1: twinning: a tool for social inclusion and active participation 

(Jupiter Room)


Chair: Christophe CHAILLOU, Director of the Cabinet of the Secretary General of CEMR

Introduction by the Chair


Contributions:

· Stephen FLETCHER, International and Twinning Officer, Watford Borough Council (UK)

· Carlos RUIZ PEREZ, President of the Twinning Associations of Torrelavega (E)

Darija SHAJIN, Head of the Municipal Administration of Bač (Serbia)


Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives: 

Keith WHITMORE (UK), Member of Manchester City Council, Plenary Chair of the Institutional Committee of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 

· Roshan DI PUPPO, Director of the European Social Platform

· Session 2: youth and twinning: an initiation to public life 
(Salon des Roses)
Chair: Roberto DI GIOVAN PAOLO, Secretary General of AICCRE

Introduction by the Chair

Contributions:

· Anja BALANSKAT, Insight Policy Coordinator, European Schoolnet - European programme on eTwinning

· Alphonse HENRARD, Deputy Mayor of Houffalize (B), Vice President of the “Douzelage” network’s youth committee

· Martina DICSO, citizen of Alsomocsolad (H) 

· Ilias-Miltiadis KLAPAS, Mayor of Preveza, Member of the “Douzelage” network

Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives: 

· Philippe TARRISSON, Director of the department “Europe of the citizen” of the AFCCRE 

13 h 00
Lunch

14 h 30
Parallel sessions: 


GROUP B: Tomorrow’s Europe: facing the challenges

· Session 1: promoting our cultural diversity and preserving our cultural heritage (Jupiter Room)
Chair: Andrzej PORAWSKI, Executive Director of the Association of Polish Cities
Introduction by the Chair

Contributions:

· Georgios GIANNOPOULOS, Member of the Rhodes city council, Vice President of CEMR

· Bert KISJES, President of the network “Cultural Villages of Europe”

· Milan ŠTURM, member of the City Council of Nový Jičín (CZ)

José DIELENS, Former Mayor of Auderghem-Brussels (B), Association “Les Rencontres”

Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives: 

· Roger TROPEANO, President of “Les Rencontres” Association of European Cities and Regions for Culture 

· Session 2: twinning: a forum for a dynamic, social and sustainable Europe (Salon des Roses)
Chair: Heikki TELAKIVI, Director of International Affairs, Association of Finnish Local and Regional Authorities

Introduction by the Chair

Contributions:

· Birger MUNTER, Director of Business Development, North Funen Business Council (Nordfyns Erhvervsraad) (DK)

· Liam BLAKE, twinning committee of Tuam (Ireland)

· Alonso BARRANCO, International Cooperation and Solidarity Department, City of Barcelona (E)

· Bert LAGERWEIJ, Coordinator, working group on agriculture, town twinning association, Ede (NL)
· Christakis MICHALIS, Secretary General of the Municipality of Amaroussion (GR)

Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives: 

· Johan ÖRTENGREN, Senior Advisor of the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions

16 h 00 – 16 h 30
Coffee break
16 h 30
Parallel sessions: 


GROUP C: Europe in the world

· Session 1: twinnings: bridges for dialogue and peace around the Mediterranean (Jupiter Room)
Chair: Dimitris ARGIANNAS, President of the “Amfizionia” network of Mediterranean cities
Introduction by the Chair

Contributions:

· Athos GERMANOS, Secretary General of the Union of Cyprus Municipalities

· Gianfranco MARTINI and Antonella VALMORBIDA, President and Director of ALDA

· Eli LEVY, Chairman of the International Relations Committee of the Union of Local Authorities in Israel, Mayor of Lehavim, and Avi RABINOVITCH, Deputy Director General of the Union of Local Authorities in Israel 
· Mohammed AL QUDWAH, Prefect of Gaza, and Isam Jalal AKEL, Executive Director of the Association of Palestinian Local Authorities
Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives:
· Franco LA TORRE, cabinet of the Mayor of Rome, responsible for international relations

· Session 2: for a better world: twinning and development cooperation

(Salon des Roses)

Chair: Louis LE PENSEC, Vice President of CEMR, President of the French Association of CEMR, Former Minister, Senator, Vice President of the Finistère Département Council 

Introduction by the Chair

Contributions:

· Aristotelis BOURATSIS, Head of Unit, Relations with civil society and non state actors, European Commission 

· António Manuel OLIVEIRA RODRIGUES, Mayor of Torres Novas (P)

· James BEADLE, European and International Unit Local Government Association 

· Enrico CECCHETTI, Europartnership for decentralised cooperation, Tuscany Region

Questions and contributions from the delegates

Future perspectives: 

· Christiane LOQUAI, Programme Officer, European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM)

18 h 00
End of second day of the meeting

18 h 30 – 20 h 00
Declaration Committee (for members of this committee only)




(Salon des Roses)
20 h 00
Buses depart for dinner
20 h 30
Gala Dinner, upon the invitation of the City of Rhodes


Saturday 12 May: Palace of Grand Master of Rhodes - Plenary Session
9 h 00
Buses depart for the Palace

9 h 30
Strategies and working tools for tomorrow’s twinning:

Chair: Oldřich VLASÁK, member of the European Parliament, Executive President of CEMR, President of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech Republic

Contributions:

· An example of good practice: the “school of Europe” of St. Alban (F), Serge LABORDERIE, President of the twinning committee of St. Alban

· Twinning and development education: the example of the Millennium Development Goals: Jordi LLOPART, Europe Coordinator, UN Millennium Campaign

· Town twinning for a European citizenship awareness in new member countries:

- Mr Emil DRAGHICI, President of the Association of Romanian Communes, Mayor of Vulcana-Bai (RO)
· Town twinning as a tool to reinforce links with possible future member countries:
- Zeljko OZEGOVIC, President of the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities, Mayor of Novi Beograd (Serbia)
· CEMR tools: Sandra CECIARINI, CEMR Head of Citizenship and International Co-operation

10 h 45 
Coffee Break
11 h 15
Twinning in Tomorrow’s Europe and Tomorrow’s World


Chair: Michael HÄUPL, President of CEMR, Mayor and Governor of Vienna
Key-note speakers:

· Nicole FONTAINE, Member of the European Parliament, Rapporteur for the creation of the community programme for twinning 

· Odile QUINTIN, Director General, DG Education and Culture, European Commission


( Presentation of the Final Declaration by Jeremy SMITH, Secretary General of CEMR

12 h 15
Closing session
· Argyrios MANTZIOS, President of the Committee of the Olympic Truce:
Presentation of the Olympic Truce: an initiative for peace in today’s world
· Elisabeth GATEAU, Secretary General of United Cities and Local Governments

· Halvdan SKARD, President of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

· Anders KNAPE, Chair of CEMR’s working group on twinning, Deputy Mayor of Karlstad

· Hatzis HATZIEFTHIMIOU, Mayor of Rhodes

13 h 30
End of Conference

13 h 45
Buses depart for return to Rodos Palace Hotel


Participants will be free to organise their own lunch 

Saturday afternoon, two choices of visits are proposed: Half day to Lindos or half day visit to the medieval town.  Registration and payment for the visits are possible as of 10 May at 10h, at a stand that will be run by a travel agency in the Rodos Palace Hotel lobby.  Buses will leave for the excursions at 15h from the Rodos Palace Hotel.
(
· A programme is offered for accompanying persons

· An exhibition is organised of twinning images throughout Europe since the beginning of the movement

· An exhibition is organised by the European Commission particularly on networks of twinned towns

· A special welcome corner is set up by CEMR to receive specific requests concerning twinning exchanges

CEMR
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