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Purpose of the seminar:

The seminar is organised by CEMR in cooperation with ELANET. It intends to stimulate a first exchange of views on the usefulness of ICT to help bridge the gap between local authorities and their citizens. It is aimed as an exchange of information and innovative experience between experts of the member associations and individual local or regional authorities on how to use new technologies to help engaging citizens in general political issues within a representative democracy. It will not only be an opportunity to highlight the most innovative developments but also to draw first conclusions on the following set of questions: What are the benefits and the impact of applying digital technology to democratic participation practices (from a political, social and technological perspective)? What has worked so far? What are the limitations? What obstacles exist? What policies, methods and tools need to be developed? What supportive role could the EU play?

Follow-up work will include a plenary session at the next EISCO conference in April 2007 as well as further activities in relation to broader governance questions and the future EU active citizenship programme (‘Europe for Citizens’).

Who should attend?

The seminar aims to address representatives from local and regional government; politicians as well as experts / officers who deal with eDemocracy initiatives at regional and local level. Experts from European and national institutions or organisations are also welcome. 
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Background to the seminar:

Two developments have increased interest in e-democracy
: the continuing political disengagement and the development and increasing uptake of new technology (e.g. internet, mobile phones, digital TV). There is a widespread belief that the use of new technologies has the potential to help reverse this decline in political engagement. The objective of e-participation initiatives is to make representative democracy stronger by harnessing the power of new technology to encourage citizen participation, deeper democratic interaction and more open and transparent decision-making. It is about enabling participation, engaging citizens and empowering citizenship.

In recent years there has been a shift with regard to discussion on e-democracy from speculative futurology to piecemeal experimentation and embryonic policy. A number of pilot projects have showed good progress in utilising digital technologies to make representative democracy more effective. Some countries such as the UK have seen the emergence of e-democracy policies (e.g. International Centre of Excellence for Local eDemocracy in April 2006.) 
 
In 2005 in the framework of the Worldwide Forum on e-Democracy, the Politech Institute awarded its first European eDemocracy Award, which showcases best practice in eDemocracy.
 Under the INTERREG IIIB Northsea programme, the project eVoice intends to enhance the interest and engagement of Europeans in general political issues through interactive citizens’ participation by means of the multimedia dialogue approach.
 A new European network of excellence on eParticipation was recently set up, funded under the 6th Framework Programme on Research and Technological Development
, which will run from 2005-2009. 

This is a good moment to take stock of the different Europe-wide initiatives, to find out more about what other national associations are doing to support their members on eParticipation initiatives and to identify future collaboration opportunities under European programmes. 
Draft Programme

9h30-11h00 
Setting the scene: what does eParticipation mean? What is the current state of play at local and regional level? What is the European Union’s point of view?

· Representative of UK International Centre of Excellence for Local eDemocracy (tbc)

· Dr Michael Remmert, Project Manager, ‘Making democratic institutions work’, Council of Europe (tbc)

· Athanassios Chrissafis, Research Programme Officer, eGovernment Unit, DG Information Society and Media, European Commission
- - - Coffee Break - - - 

11h30-13h00 
Parallel Sessions - Good practice exchange: examples of eParticipation initiatives by local and regional authorities

· Presentations by experts from local and regional authorities

· Dr Jan Walburg, Project Manager INTERREG IIIB evoice project (tbc)

- - - Lunch Break - - -
14h00-15h45 
Good practice exchange: examples of local eParticipation initiatives and activities by national associations of local and regional authorities

· Presentations by experts from different national member associations
· Discussion
- - - Coffee Break - - -
16h00-16h30
Presentation of EU Network of Excellence on eParticipation ‘Demo-Net’

· What are the objectives of the network? What are its current findings?

· How can local and regional government associations be involved in the network?

· What response is needed by policy and research to help overcome existing barriers?
16h30-17h00
Conclusions
Technical information

Fee:

No participation fee 

Languages:
English + one other language, according to registrations
Location: 
Brussels, CEMR office, 22 rue d’Arlon http://www.ccre.org/plan_acces_bruxelles_en.htm 

Please note that there is an Express Bus line (N°12) connecting in 30 minutes the airport and the Place du Luxembourg (next to CEMR) every twenty minutes during the week (Bus line N°11 during the week-end, which does not go as far as the Place du Luxembourg, but has its last stop in Schuman). A one-way ticket costs € 3.00

Hotels:
We have preferential rates in the three hotels below, which are very close to CEMR:

Renaissance Brussels Hotel 

rue du Parnasse 19, 1050 Brussels (tel: +32/2/505.29.29, fax: +32/2/505.22.76 ; www.renaissancehotels.com/brubr )
CEMR preferential rate: € 165 (+ € 23 for breakfast) until end 2006

Hotel Léopold 

rue du Luxembourg 35, 1050 Brussels (tel: +32/2/511.18.28, fax: +32/2/514.19.39; reservations@hotel-leopold.be; www.hotel-leopold.be
CEMR preferential rate: € 135 (breakfast included) until end 2006

Radisson SAS EU Hotel

rue d’Idalie 35, 1050 Brussels (tel: +32/2/626.81.11, fax: +32/2/626.81.12) ; info.brusselseu@radissonsas.com; www.brussels.eu.radissonsas.com
CEMR preferential rate: € 117 (+ € 25 for breakfast) until end 2006

Contact:
Further information concerning the content:

Birgit Hardt



Policy officer



Tel. + 32 2 500 05 39



e-mail: birgit.hardt@ccre-cemr.org



Further information concerning the organisation:



Valérie Solle



Assistant



Tel. + 32 2 500 05 37



e-mail: valerie.solle@ccre-cemr.org
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� The OECD5 (2003) divides eDemocracy into 2 distinct areas: eVoting – the use of ICT in the election process and eEngagement – the use of ICT to provide public access to information, consultation and active participation. The seminar will only focus on eEngagement activities.


� See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-democracy.gov.uk" ��www.e-democracy.gov.uk�


� See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.politech-institute.org/edem_award/reports/European_%20eDemocracy_Award_Report_2005.pdf" ��http://www.politech-institute.org/edem_award/reports/European_%20eDemocracy_Award_Report_2005.pdf� 


� See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.evoice-eu.net" ��www.evoice-eu.net� 


� See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.demo-net.org" ��www.demo-net.org�





