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Madam Chairwoman, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends

Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to adress this conference. Today we celebrate also the 25 th anniversary of the first Pisa conference, and I would like  to congratulate those intelligent and courages women who 25 years ago recognised the necessity to organize the first Conference here in Pisa, and during all these period never stopped to work hard and seriously in the field of gender equality issues on local and regional level.

First they were representing 12, than 15 and today 27 members of EU. 

In 1990  Europe started to change, the fall of Berlin wall opened an eastern part of Europe which was behind the "iron courtains " for  so many years and this Committe, the president Fausta Giani Cechini and Elisabeth Gateau in the name of CEMR, they immidiately contacted women, elected in the first democratic elections in these countries.

 We were very few women mayors in the begining of  90,  but this Committee of CEMR found us, invited us to work with them and came to our cities far before our states became members of EU, encluding Maribor, where I was mayor at the time... This must never be  forgotten, the celebration of 25 th anniversary is an exellent opportunity to thank you once again. I am very proud to celebrate it with you, my dear friends..and even more, because today Slovenia is not only a full member of EU but we we have the Presidency of the European Council during the first half of this year.

If I go now back to the subject "Equality in Europe"  I can explain to you the priorities of Slovenia in this field. At the very beginning of our Presidency,  already in January, we presented the priorities in the field of gender equality. 

The fundamental strategy for gender equality  policy is gender mainstreaming. That why the slovenian Presidency will endeavour to continue to practice gender mainstreaming in all relavant political processes and areas. We will also continue the process of monitoring the implementation of the Bejing Platform for Action. We will develop girl-child indicators and draw up a report on women in political decisoin making. All this results will be discussed at the regular session of the Council of Ministers to be held in June in Luxembourg.

Slovenian Presidency is also emphasising on the elimination of gender stereptyps. The conference held in Brdo near Ljubljana in January   showed that we need measures which enable both men and women to realise their potencials and discharge their family responsabilities.

The day after this conference ( on the 31.of January) we were hosting the informal meeting of  EU ministers for gender equality. This was the most important event in this field to be held during our Presidency and it was attended by the Commissioner for Employment, social Affairs and Equal Opportunities Vladimir Špidla. 

Many imporatnt issues were discussed, I'll mention some of them :

 If we want to achieve Lisbon goals concerning employment ( 60 % women) we have to eliminate gender based segregation both in education and on  the labour market ( there are still typical female branches and professions and less payed jobs....)

The second topic remains  balanced representation of women and men in political decision making ( national parlaments 23%, EU parlament 33%, governements 22%, ). To improve these feagures the EU ministers decided to strenghten the responsability of the EU and all member countries for sustainable improvement of measures to the benefit of women in their human and social rights. Pracically it means to provide appropriate mesures to enable women to reconcile proffessional, private and family responsability more easily.

 And here, ladies and gentlemen, we not only need active women, we also need active men!

Several other events
in this field will be organised in Slovenia : 

At the Conference entitled "Work for young people-welfare for all" one of four topics will be the recosilliation of the professional, private and family lives of women and men ( as I mentioned it before this is also very important to acieve the goals defined in the Lisbon Stategy).

At the conference on intergenerational solidarity and long-term care new forms of co-existence of different generations will be discossed. Here, we cannot ignore the predominat role of women too...

These is a very short presentation of what was already done during Slovenian Presidency.

At the end I woud also like to underline a very good experiance, we have been working in the joint trio Presidency Programme prepared by Germany, Portugal and Slovenia.

In the line with the commitments set forth in two Trio Presidency Declaration intitled "Towards Gender Equality in the EU", the second of which focuses on promoting gender equality in the context of the Lisbon strategy, we wish to continue from the point Germany and Portugal finished...

I would underline the experience of our trio Presidency as a good example of cooperation also for our successors. We wish all of them ( France first) a lot of success in general, but especcially in this field.

The future of this World, ladies and gentlemen, is not asking for a strong Adam or a beautiful Eve but for both of them. We still have a long way to go and we will need all human resourses. Let us do it together! 

