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Istanbul as one of the oldest settlement locations (about 8000 B.C.) between two continents has been experiencing water problems for many centuries which are exemplified by aqueducts of Roman Empire, cisterns of Byzantine period, fountains and small dams of Ottoman State, trans-city boundary water transportation and modern water distribution systems and management programs of  Turkish Republic. Each epoch has its own up to date, modern and efficient water management and distribution systems, which are still partially alive examples for the rest of the world cities. Since its foundation Istanbul has been experiencing steady population growth, migration from rural areas, commercial enhancement, industrial expansion and recently different environmental aspects, efficient water management, and recently demand efficiency aspects in addition to water enlightenment through training courses at various levels of education, and citizens.  On these ground declaration of Istanbul Urban Water Consensus (IUWC) is a right action at convenient place and time within the framework of Fifth World Water Forum. It includes many international common water interests for future of humanity in general and urban settlements in particular. IUWC is based on previous commitments and takes leadership in preparing world cities for global changes that are expected to affect water management systems in the various time ranges. Especially the recent climate change and variability effects are also intermingled with various acknowledgements concerning water related human aspects as well as eco-systems. 


It is the purpose of this presentation to give some significant hints about the IUWC integrated with urban area water problems, some solution suggestions and currently available Istanbul local administration projects along this path. Especially, two local administration software applications concerning water resources management of Istanbul City and climate change effects evaluation on water resources for the coming 50 years on monthly basis. The steps of sustainable water resources management for Istanbul city will be given in short. Additionally, the challenges of Istanbul local and regional authorities at legal and organizational levels will be summarized up.
