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CONSEIL DES COMMUNES ET REGIONS D’EUROPE

Section européenne de Cités et Gouvernements Locaux Unis

31 May 2004

DUBLIN APPEAL

The Executive Bureau of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions, meeting in Dublin on 31 May 2004, 

(1) Considers that the forthcoming elections to the European Parliament – one of the world’s most important democratic institutions - mark a vital moment in the democratic life of our newly reunited continent of 450 million inhabitants;

(2) Calls on citizens across Europe to exercise their fundamental democratic right to vote in these elections, and urges the national, regional and local governments, in the coming days, to encourage a strong electoral participation;

(3) Reaffirms its long-standing commitment to a strong united Europe which is closer to the citizens and which recognizes the crucial role of local and regional self-government, 

(4) Welcoming the positive role played by the Irish Presidency, calls on the European Council, at its forthcoming meeting, to adopt the European Constitution, which is not only vital for the effective and more transparent functioning of the enlarged Union, but also represents major progress for local and regional government. 

These positive gains include the explicit recognition of local and regional self-government, the strengthening of the principle of subsidiarity, and the enhanced provisions on dialogue and consultation with local and regional government, who are responsible for the implementation of the large majority of European legislation. 
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