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COUNCIL OF EUROPEAN MUNICIPALITIES AND REGIONS

European Section of United Cities and Local Governments
LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES – KEY PARTNERS 

IN DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION 

( Lisbon, 7 November 2007 (
- CONCLUSIONS -
· The seminar “local and regional authorities – key partners in development co-operation” has had a particular importance in light of the EU / Africa Summit, organised on 8 and 9 December in Lisbon, by the Portuguese Presidency of the European Union.  The seminar on 7th November was therefore an ideal opportunity to assess the situation and debate the role of local and regional governments in terms of development co-operation, and highlight the many positive experiences which exist already, several of which were presented during the seminar by the actors involved.
· Local authorities welcome with satisfaction the European Commission’s community programme for non state actors and local authorities in development for the period 2007-2013.  CEMR and the national associations have been working for many years for the role of local authorities in this field to be recognised – particularly through the network for North-South co-operation.  The European Commission has now taken up the persistently demonstrated interest in this matter.  The crucial role of the European Parliament for this should be noted, and particularly the actions taken by MEP Pierre Schapira on whose initiative the report “Local Authorities and Development Co-operation” was drawn up, and which was adopted in March 2007 by the European Parliament.

· The first year of this programme’s implementation should nonetheless be considered as a pilot year, which may be improved upon in subsequent years, depending on experiences with its first year in application.
· We consider that the programme "Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development” represents an important first step for the action of local authorities in decentralised co-operation and development aid.  The European Commission published in June 2007 the strategy paper for the programme’s implementation; we now await with much interest the annual action plan which will provide the annual guidelines for the programme’s application, and will thus allow for the calls for proposals to be launched.
· Our main role is to raise awareness and involve local authorities regarding this new instrument the European Commission is making available to them.  CEMR at European level, ANMP at the Portuguese level, and all the other national associations of CEMR believe that it is important to co-operate with the European Commission and encourage local / regional authorities to participate in this programme.
· Local governments demand explicit recognition in this field.  We wish to co-operate with the Commission and European Institutions in the aim of developing our functions and particular competences, to establish a true and effective partnership between the European Institutions and local authorities, whose awareness must be raised around development co-operation as these represent the level of decision-making that is closest to the citizens.
· In this context, it is essential that partnerships which are set up have the aim of helping individuals, by allowing nongovernmental organisation to play an active role in development and in conflict prevention, given that these have a strategic partnership with local authorities for on-the-ground actions for decentralised co-operation.  We therefore recognise their importance and are very pleased to dialogue with CONCORD, the organisation representing NGOs at European level; the added value of this co-operation should be developed as much as possible in future.
· We are pleased to have had the practical contribution to our seminar from Marina Ponti, Deputy Director Europe, United Nations Campaign for the Millennium Development Goals.  It should be recalled that one year ago, in October 2006, the ANMP and CEMR organised, also in Lisbon, the European Conference on the Millennium Development Goals; the conclusions of which remain pertinent to this day and help underline the crucial role of local authorities in the fight against extreme poverty and for achieving the Goals by 2015.
· In the beginning of the XXIst century, the statistics on poverty are still intolerable: eight million children die annually from poverty-related illness; one hundred and fifty million children suffer from malnutrition; one hundred million children live in the streets.
· Poverty affects the entire world.  The richest countries are not spared, as inequalities in these societies continue to grow.  But these inequalities are naturally even more striking between rich and poor countries; three billion people receive 1.2% of global income, whereas one billion – living in the richest countries – receive 80%.
· It is clear that one continent in particular suffers from this: Africa.  In the past two decades, sub-Saharan Africa, in particular, has seen extreme poverty continue to spread at an alarming rate.  

· We are far from achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  It is even possible that in certain regions we are getting farther from the Goals, which would lead us to have to reconsider the target date of 2015.  It is therefore of the utmost importance that we strengthen our actions.

· The EU/Africa Summit organised by the Portuguese Presidency in December 2007 will launch a clear and strong message, reaffirming the key importance of the role of local authorities in this context, and the final text of the Summit should reflect this.  We are protagonists in development co-operation and refuse to confine ourselves to a role of simple observers.
· This is why the elected members of ANMP and CEMR, in agreement with the counterpart African organisation  United Cities and Local Governments of Africa, propose amendments to the final text of the EU/Africa summit which highlight the key role of local authorities in Euro-African development and in the fight against poverty, particularly – and especially – in sub-Saharan Africa.
· It is crucial that Europe, through its national and local governments, definitively and concretely assume the compromise for solidarity by devoting a part of our wealth to Africa, in agreement with the aims set both by the United Nations and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  It is only in this way that we will be able to ensure veritable progress in the eradication of poverty, which is not only troubling but which represents a situation which developed countries should not tolerate.
· Nonetheless, it is up to the African actors to promote models of governance which not only preserve the democratic processes and respect of human rights, but also the best possible implementation of programmes for decentralised co-operation.  A good example to underline is that of the former President of the Republic of Mozambique, Joaquim Chissano, and the importance of applying the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.
· European governments must also draw up specific timeframes for setting up Official Development Assistance focused on the mobilisation of resources based on redistribution aimed at eradicating poverty, in terms that are compatible with the commitments and targets of the Millennium Development Goals.
· It is time for a radical reduction – even elimination – of “context” costs.  These are clearly exaggerated and absorb a substantial amount of resources allocated to projects of decentralised co-operation, with the negative impacts felt by the beneficiaries of the Official Development Assistance.

· The associations of European local / regional authorities – attentive to the strategic importance the partnerships with their African counterparts have – should promote and help develop structuring projects.
· It is necessary for the European and African governments to guide Official Development Assistance and decentralised co-operation in a context of aid that is based on true solidarity.
· The excellent contribution should be highlighted of Euro-African twinning links between local authorities, as concrete and informal instruments, free of bureaucratic processes, and which promote a spirit of understanding and co-operation in the wake of the decolonisation process, and to strengthen partnership, particularly in the fields of education and training, infrastructures and sustainable development, as well as developing relations between States.
· The European Union and African Union should be able every year to evaluate the tangible results of the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals, and to gather twice each year in EU-Africa Summits, such as the meeting foreseen on 8 and 9 December 2007.
· On these occasions, concrete data on the evolution related to Official Development Assistance should be disseminated, encouraging peoples – in their solidarity – to develop as appropriate their national and local government.
· The Council of European Municipalities and Regions and United Cities and Local Governments of Africa could organise, simultaneously and in parallel, their Summits and be actively involved participants in the EU-Africa Summits, by also carrying out assessments of the aims and results achieved.
· European local / regional authorities must commit themselves to setting aside budgetary allotments which are adapted to the different national situations, by acting alone or in association with other partners for the implementation of their action plan.
· Following UCLG’s World Congress which took place from 28 to 31 October 2007 in Jeju (South Korea), we underlined the importance of the Final Declaration that was approved on this occasion, which encourages local authorities to get more involved in co-operation for a more just and sustainable development through, in particular, the fundamental contribution of our cities and municipalities in decentralised co-operation projects, which are complementary but autonomous to those which are developed by governments in the context of Official Development Assistance.
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