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Under one flag

of the 23rd general assembly of cemr with european anthem and the flag being
handed over: a kick-off to the days following that should result in fundamental decisions pointing into the future.

Poznan's Mayor Ryszard Grobelny passes the CEMR-flag to Innsbruck's
Mayor Hilde Zach.

Ev[-.n though this was the 23rd
sich occasion to date, the ope-
ning ceremony yesterday wis still
special, something truly unique.

The string ensemble of the Inns-
bruck symphony orchestra played
the European anthem and people
from 36 nations rose to their feet.

EU, regions and towns

the President of the European
Commission spoke to CEMR's general assembly.

Iﬂm delighted to address the Ge-
neral Assemhbly of the Council
of European Municipalities and
Regions. In the 55 years since the
Council was set up, you have effec-
tivelv and usefully represented the
interests of vour municipalities and
regions in relation to the European
NSNS,

In doing so, you have helped
carry the process of European inte-
gration forward. 1 am very commit-
ted to the principle of subsidiarity:
| strongly believe that decisions
should be taken by the level that

is closest to the citizens who are
concerned by them. Therefore,
I am convinced that regions and
municipalities have a particular
role to play, [ welcome your choice
for the main theme of your general
assembly: the future of services of
general interest, These services are
al the core 1o our society pact, they
are one of the keys of citizens’ so-
lidarity, and are a source of employ-
ment and investments. Quality and
affordable services of general inte-
rest are also 4 key factor w help us
improve our competitivmess,

More than 1206 have come here,
more than ever before, and hailing
from 36 countries, which is a new
record, as Wim Deetman, mayor of
The Hague, pointed out in his ope-
ning speech.

But it is not really the speakers
on the stand who officially decla-
re the assembly open, The truly
symbolic act is the handing over
of the flag, an act of togetherness:
A young Tyrolean “Schiitzen” rec-
ruit hands it to Ryszard Grobelny,
mayor of Poznan. And finally it is
passed on to the mavor of Inns-
bruck, Hilde Zach, whao, flying it
proudly, points out achievements
already made: “But this will not be
enough”, she is convinced. For this
is what people have come here for,
namely to learn from each other
and with each other. “Because En-
rope is being built not from the top
down, but from the bottom up”, as

This is not just a European issue.
Of course, we intérvene 1o ensure
the treaties are respected, and to
regulate services that go beyond
national borders and therefore
require cooperation between Mem-
her States.

But on this issue, the principle
of subsidiarity plays an important
role: most services are the res
ponsibility of local and regional
governments. The proximity link
between citizens and the authori-
ties that are in charge of these ser-
vices is a goarantee of efficiency
and social nsefulness,

We, each of us at our respective
levels, share responsibilities: to
let the relevant authorities be the
guardians of the public interest,
and 1o let operators fulfill their
public service mission,

o

is also emphasized by the President
of the Austrian National Council,
Andreas Khol. There is something
in the air. And no one would want
to or be able to lay back, “If we
do not act, the world will move on
without us”, José Manuel Barroso,
President of the European Commis-
sion, remarks in his video message.
Economic SNCCeSs IS Necessary,
Tyrol's Provincial Governor, Herwig
van Staa, meanwhile points out. "It
safeguards peace, and this peace
is only possible if social peace is
sifeguarded as well.” Which means
4 social peace that is based on so-
cial justice. In this light the ope-
ning ceremony to the 23rd General
Assembly of CEMR was not just the
starting signal for the days to follow
but moreover 4 renewed promise
— on behalf of the present and the
future of the European municipali-
ties and regions,

"Public services are at the core of
our society pact, they are one of
the keys of citizens' solidarity, and
are a source of employment and
investments.”
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e One of the
most attrac-
tive parts of
the general
assembly is
the exchange
of experi-
ences on ma-
naging towns and municipalities.
With so many varicus types of
lncal and regienal governments
across Europe, CEMR's role is 1o
be the joint that keep together
this mosaic, Among the topics
that | will follow more closely
are the debates on the future of
public services, and the charter
for equality between men and
women in local life.

Fin: Lchweuibhashiang

| Town twin-
ning enable
inhabitants
of our cities
and villages
to live Eu-
rope and to
be invaolved
in it, Therefore its is important
that cur general assembly inclu-
de a session to this issue that
iz the assence and the history
of CEMR. In today's session, we
will also show how twinning
can help build a fairer society
that listens to all, Indeed, town
twining is the hest way for local
and regional governments to
cooperate on issues that matter
to citizens.

Fata: CORE

This is my
first experi-
ence at Eu-
ropean level
since | have
recently be-
en elected
president of
the Spanish federation of muni-
cipalities and provinces. CEMR's
general assembly will help me
take the pulse of Europe’s muni-
cipalities.

The opening ceremony gave us
all the fealing that we are all to-
gether in the same place with a
common goal; To meet and know
each others. | strongly believe in
debates, and that is what the In-
nsbruck general assembly gives
us all.
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CEMR Policy Commit-

| CEMR in general.

he Policy Committee unanimousky
adopted CEMR's draft charter for
equality between women and men in
Izl life. The charter will be officially
launched on Friday, 12 May. It sets out
miesasures that can be taken at the local
level to achieve true gender equality
| in oue wwns and regions, CEMR will
encourage local politicians to sign it
and thus commit themselves to imple-
ment these messures in their respective
towns, Even hefore the 2000 general
assembly opened, the Policy Commit-
lee took 2 decision concerning the next
general assembly: it agreed that the
hest city for the next general assembly
will be chosen at its meeting in Seville,
next October. The three candidate ci-
ties are Derby, Groningen and Malmd.
It was also an important meeting for

| CEMR itself since the Policy Committes
accepled the membership application
from the assoctatdons of Romanian re-
gions and communes, CEMR has now
members in 35 European countries.

tee: the decisions

met in Innsbruk on 10 May. Some 100 local and
regional politicians took various decisions linked to the general assembly and to

The charter for equality, Romania, and a new office in Brussels — only some of

the issues discussed.

Ake Hillman, from the municipality of
Viisteras, in Sweden, was elected chair
of CEMR's Employers' Platform. The
Platform represents the employers’
side of the European social dialogue
commitiee for local administrations,
where employers and trade unions
discnss relevant emplovment policies
and trends. Mr. Hillman said that one
of his priorities will be to reinforee the
dialogue with the European federation

of public services unions. Lastly, the
policy committee unanimously agreed
to authorize CEMR's secretary gene-
ral, Jeremy Smith, 10 sign the lease for
CEMR's new Brussels headguarters. In
early 2007, CEMR should move to new
premises shared with its member asso-
clations running an office in Brussels,
thus facilitating cooperation between
CEMER and its members and between
its members themselves.

Closer to the people

The role of municipalities and regions in Europe, the constituti-
on and the proper perspective were the topics discussed during the kick-off event.

“We have come much closer to the
citizen", CEMR President Michael
Haupl observes.

he European Constitution must

not be dead, we have to give it

[ 2 fumre in Europe”, Michael Hiupl,
Mayor of Vienna and President of
CEMR, underlines, For many reasons,
but mainly because the Constimtion is

EORE

the: solution to many problems Euro-
pean citizens currently associate with
the European Union. I is a solution
not least because in the Constitutional
draft the municipalities and reglons
for the first time in EU history were gi-
ven @ direct say in European decision
meaking. This participation, Haupl says,
is a crucial cornerstone of the Union's
future suceess: “Around 70 per cent
of EUU decisions are put into practice
b the municipalities and regions, By
those very institutions who are close
to the citizen and learn ai first hand
what the biggest problems are.” An im-
portant job for the municipalities and
regions — but also 4 great opportunity:
“Europe is @ sucoess story. But there is
also som: distrust among the people, 4
distrust that we could reduce by doing
our work openly and close 1o the ci-
tizen”, says Birbel Dieckmann, Mayor
of Bonn. But it is also geographical
advantages thal play a significant role
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in connection with the imporiant func-
tion municipalities and regions fulfil in
Furope: "Also from the personal pers-
pective regional governments are a lot
closer and more tangible than the so

called buresavcrats in Brussels”, Kalli-
opi A. Bordara, Vice-Mayor of Athens,
observes,

Jan Olbryche, Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament for Poland and for-
mer vice-president of CEMR, draws
parallels between the daily business
in Brussels and the work in the mu-
nicipalities: parliament needs local
and regional decision-makers. Feed
us with information, with arguments,
Only in this way can we take an influ-
ence on the laws that are being pre-
pared.” Moreover Olbrycht calls on
participants to adopt new perspecti-
ves: "Let us not look al ourselves from
the perspective of the municipalities
and regions but through the eves of
the others.”

ERE
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At the Hub of Life

lic ¢ Two extensive series of workshops are dedicated to the main issue of CEMR
2006. They provide insights into future developments.

he key function of local and

regional authorities is to deli-
ver high-quality and cost-effective
products in the service sector. That
is why CEMR 2004 is a unique op-
poriunity for effective interregional
comparison, in order to promote &
dialogue which makes it possible
to work together on the expansion
of social and regional cohesion in
all of Europe. The workshops are
dedicated 1o these key issues. They
are designed 1o be more than just
a source of impulses; they intend to
be the first important step towards
a common European future,

Workshops A

Workshops A have the motto “Local
and regional public services: sources
of cohesion”. Speakers will include
Julins OF DE BEKE {GD Demogra-
phy and Social Analysis) and Jean-
Paul DENANOT (President of the
Limousin region/F}, who will talk
about “Adapting 1o the demographic
challenge”. Annemarie JORRITSMA

Thursday May 11th
8h30-9h30
9h30-10h30

(Mayor of Almere/NL) will discuss
the topic “Access for all to public
services: dream or reality?” (A2},
and Milena JABURKOVA {Head of the
International Relations Department,
[nternational Co-operation and
EU Tssues/CZE} will moderate the
worlshop "Meeting the needs of the
most vulnerable: learning from each
other” {A3).

Workshops B

According to the principles of CEMR,
the second series of workshops will
be dedicated to “Adapting and fi-
nancing local and regional public
services”, The speeches of economic
expert Brian FIELD and Philippe VAL-
LE-TOUX (Vice President of DEXIA-
Crédit Local) focus on “The challenge
of finances” (B1), whereas Dagmar
MUHLENFELD {Mavor of Mithiheim
an der Ruhr/G) and Jon BLOOM-
FIELD {Honorary Lecturer, School
of Public Policy, Birmingham Univer-
sity/UK) will dedicate their talks to
LAmproving and evaluating our pu-

Meetings of national delegations
FIRST PLENARY SESSION {Saal Tirol)

Providing high quality public services for our citizens

1M h00-12h30

WORKSHOPS A

Local and regional public services: sources of cohesion
» Adapting to the demographic challenge

(Saal Tirol)

» Access for all to public services: dream ar reality?

(Saal Innsbruck)

* Meeting the needs of the most vulnerable: leaming
from each other (Plenarsaal)

12h 30 Lunch

14h00-15h00

SPECIAL SESSION (Saal Tirol)

Local and regional authorities of South-East Europe

15h00-16h30 WORKSHOPS B

Adapting and financing local & regional public services

* The challenge of finances (Saal Tirol)

* Improving and evaluating our public services
(Saal Innsbruck)

The workshops at the General Assembly nl CEMR 2006 focus on local and

regional public services.

blic services” (B2). The motto of the
third workshop this afternoon will be
“Delivering services; what strategies,
what results... in house, public/pri-

vate partnerships, outsourcing, priva-
tisation, liberalisation...”, moderated
by Angelika POTH-MOGELE, Head of
Policy of CEMR.

» Delivering services to the citizens: what strateqgies,
what results? Self-delivery and in-house provision,
public-private partnerships, inter-communal
cooperation, cutsourcing, privatisation

{Saal Brissel)
SPECIAL SESSION ON TWINMNING: (Saal Tiral)

16h45-18h 15

Twinning and Social Inclusion: how to involve the
entire population, how to reflect diversity

17 h 00

Committee of Resolutions (for members of this com-

mittee only) (SAAL BRUSSEL)

20 h 00 Gala evening

Friday May 12th
9h30-11h00

SPECIAL SESSION OM INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES:

the European contribution to the millennium develap-
ment goals campaign (5aal Tirol)

11h00-12h00

Launch of the European Charter for equality of women

and men in local life (Saal Tirol)

12h00-13h 00

13h 15 Lunch

CLOSING CEREMONY (Saal Tirol)
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