
One month of CEMR activities
02/03 (Brussels): CEMR is strongly opposed to the harmonisation at EU level of access 
restriction schemes,  which serve to limit traffic in selected urban areas, and to the 
imposition of common minimum thresholds for these schemes as there is no one-size-
fits-all  solution,  as  underlined  during  an  EU  workshop  on  the  subject.  Contact: 
marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

08/03 (Brussels): CEMR expressed its readiness to actively contribute to an EU study on 
urban  mobility funding  needs,  at  the  occasion  of  a  meeting  of  the  European 
Commission  advisory  board  on  the  subject.  It  also  pointed  out  that  the  study’s 
conclusions  should  take  into  account  the  diversity  of  European  cities.  Contact: 
marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

15-16/03 (Brussels): CEMR co-launched the Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities 
(RFSC)  prototype, an internet-based instrument which helps local authorities pursue 
sustainable  urban  development policies  and  implement  the  Leipzig  Charter  for 
Sustainable European Cities.  The final version of the web-based tool is due out by the 
end of 2011.  Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

18/03 (Brussels): CEMR emphasised the need to reinforce coherence between the future 
LIFE+ programme and other EU funds, such as the European structural funds, at the 
occasion of a meeting with the Committee of the Regions rapporteur on the future of 
LIFE+, Daiva Matonienė.  Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

18/03 (Brussels): The public sector should be the primary mobiliser for e-Identification 
technologies as they already provide all other forms of identification, underlined CEMR in 
its  reply  to  the  European  Commission  consultation  on  electronic  identification, 
authentication and signatures.  Also highlighted was the need for interoperability of e-
Identification and e-Signatures so as to ensure their  proper development and use.  
Contact: marit.schweiker@ccre-cemr.org

19/03  (Damascus):  CEMR  expressed  its  support  for  developing international 
partnerships between European and Syrian municipalities, notably via PLATFORMA, in 
the framework of the second phase of the Municipal Administration Modernisation (MAM 
II) project.  Contact: sandra.ceciarini@ccre-cemr.org

21-23/03 (Gödöllő):  An established  partnership  between local,  regional,  national  and 
European  authorities  needs  to  be  set  up  as  an  interpretation  of  the  multi-level 
governance principle, declared CEMR secretary general, Frédéric Vallier, at the occasion 
of a Hungarian EU presidency conference.  Contact: boris.tonhauser@ccre-cemr.org

22/03 (Brussels): Development and investment partnership contracts must involve the 
local and regional levels as governance in partnership constitutes a precondition for a 
successful  cohesion policy.   Such was underlined by CEMR Policy Director, Angelika 
Poth-Mögele, who was invited to speak at a public hearing of the European Parliament 
Committee  for  regional  policy  on  the  future  cohesion  policy.  Contact: 
marit.schweiker@ccre-cemr.org
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23/03 (Brussels): The CEMR Employers’ Platform raised questions concerning effective 
retirement age and the post-retirement working phenomenon.  A presentation was also 
made by the European Commission, during which platform members agreed to closely 
monitor  the  situation  of  pension  reforms  throughout  EU  member  states.  Contact: 
christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

24/03 (Brussels): The need for a mechanism to complement the EU Voluntary Quality 
Framework  for  Social  Services  of  General  Interest  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
exchange of local and regional good practices was underlined during a European Sectoral 
Social Dialogue Committee meeting.  The CEMR Employers’ Platform and the European 
Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) also discussed the impact of the Voluntary 
Quality  Framework  on local  and  regional  government.  Contact:  christina.dziewanska-
stringer@ccre-cemr.org

28/03 (Brussels):  PLATFORMA  released a publication on “Decentralised Development 
Cooperation  -  European  Perspectives”,  which  showcases  a  number  of  actions  led  by 
European local and regional governments in partnership with their counterparts in EU 
partner countries.  The publication also presents PLATFORMA’s work over the last two 
years.  Contact: lucie.guillet@ccre-cemr.org

29/03 (Brussels): Local and regional authorities will be well represented in the European 
Commission  communication  on  development  cooperation due  out  this  autumn, 
announced European commissioner for development, Andris Piebalgs, at the occasion of 
PLATFORMA's  event  “Two  years  of  European  action”.  Contact:  lucie.guillet@ccre-
cemr.org

30/03 (Brussels): The principle of multi-level governance should be interpreted using 
a  governance  in  partnership  approach,  which  involves  all  levels  of  governance  and 
relevant  actors,  including  civil  society,  the  private  sector  and  academia.   Such  was 
Wolfgang Schuster, CEMR president and mayor of Stuttgart’s  main message during a 
meeting  with  Johannes  Hahn,  commissioner  for  regional  policy.  Contact: 
angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org

Ongoing activities
The  European Social  Dialogue Committee,  of which CEMR is a member, discussed its 
draft statement on social criteria in public procurement, which outlines key principles 
and definitions pertaining to employment opportunities within procurement procedures. 
The statement also includes good practice examples from Committee members. Members 
of the CEMR Employers’ Platform are asked to contribute to the draft, which is to be 
finalised  and  adopted  in  May  2011.  Contact:  christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-
cemr.org

In the framework of the European multi-sectoral social dialogue project on third-party 
violence,  CEMR is to participate in the organisation and promotion of three workshops 
to  be  held  throughout  2011,  targeting  specific  member  states  and  their  experts  on 
violence in the workplace. Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

CEMR  is  preparing  a  response  to  the  European  Commission  consultation  on  the 
modernisation of EU public procurement.  The deadline for submission of responses is 
18 April 2011.  Contact: angelika.poth-moegele@ccre-cemr.org
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04-05/04 (Brussels): Conference on “Local Digital Agendas Meet the Digital Agenda 
for Europe”.  Contact: marit.schweiker@ccre-cemr.org 

07-08/04 (Belgrade):  Meeting of  the  secretaries general  and directors of  CEMR’s 
member associations. Contact: nina.holbrook@ccre-cemr.org

14/04 (Brussels): European Local Authorities Competition (ELAC)  workshop on active 
ageing and empowerment of  migrants.  Contact:  christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-
cemr.org

15/04  (Brussels):  Meeting  of  CEMR’s  network  on  energy issues.  Contact: 
marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

Other events
13-14/04 (Brussels): Covenant of Mayors conferences and workshops at the occasion 
of the 2011 European Sustainable Energy Week.  Contact: marie.bullet@ccre-cemr.org

29/04 (Brussels): European day for  active ageing and solidarity between generations. 
Contact: christina.dziewanska-stringer@ccre-cemr.org

1 CEMR’s calendar is available on our website: www.ccre.org
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